THE ALL-INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE        [ ltjcoow
Continuing Mahatmaii said :—t£I assure you that in every programme adopted
by you at the Lahore Congress I shall be with you. Further I feel I can do
more work by not becoming the President of this year's Congress. I assure
the house that I am firm on my words of responsibility that I said in Calcutta.
This crown, a thorny crown, of the Congress is unacceptable to every one.
Why—because it is a question of great responsibility. I would suggest to you
to elect one forgiving all that so far happened. I shall be ever ready to assist him
to my best capacity. I shall be prepared for worst if it comes. lam not to run
away from the coming battle on January ist, 1930. I shall willingly extend every
help in formulating the programme and scheme for the Congress work. Who I
wish, is from you to discard this futile mentality that if Gandhi is not on the
Chair, or Motihl not in front, the Congress would collapse? You should stand
boldlv on your conviction of the heart and push the work ahead."
After the explanation of Gandhiji proposals of new names were invited.
Mr. Balakrishna from Cawnpore proposed the name of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru.
Pandit Gaurishanker, intervened, saying that the A. I. C. C. should
make a further attempt to persuade Gandhiji to accept the Congress chair.
Pandit Motilal Nehru pointed out that this was done jointly and severally
by the A. I. C. C. members throughout the day. To propose a fresh attempt would
have the same result.
Mr. Tasadduq Sherwani took objection to the proposition. He said Gandhiji
was undoubtedly a great man but the Congress was decidedly greater. Gandhiji
was offered the Congress chair—the National crown : He had refused to
wear the Congress crown It should never go abegging.
After some   parley,   Pandit Gourishanker proposed Mr. Vallabhbhai Patel,  but
Mr. Patel not consenting, the proposition fell through.
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru's name was accordingly duly proposed and seconded.
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru was declared elected nem con amidst loud cheers.
3.    Hunger-Strikers in Jail
After the Presidential election, Dr. Gopichand moved:—
"Whilst deeply appreciating the motive of the hunger striking prisoners in the
various provinces the All-India Congress Committee is of opinion that hunger
strikes^ should not be undertaken, except upon the gravest emergencies. The
Committee advises those who have imposed the sacrifice on themselves to end
their strike specially in view of the self-immolation of the late Ja'indranath
Das and Rev. Wizaya and the fact that the Government have at the eleventh hour
yielded to most of the demands of the hunger-strikers and effort is being
continuously made to secure full redress."
Dr. Gopichand made it clear that the members of the A. I. C. C. were not
lacking in admiration of the courage of hunger-strikers. But, in view of the disastrous
efiect of hunger-strike on some of India's best sons, the A, I. C- C. did not feel
inclined to put its seal of approval on hunger-strike on all occasions. It was a
Valuable weapon but must not be used too often, more particularly in view of the feet
that the Government were likely to change their attitude regarding the treatment
of political prisoners. The mover added that the resolution had been approved
by the Working- Committee of the A. I. C C.
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Govindas seconded and Sardar  Mangal Singh supported the   resolution
was passed without opposition.
4.    Support to East Africa Indians
Irsv Naidu  next moved :—
A.   I.   C,   C.   congratulates   the    deputation,   now   in    India on behalf
*    settlers   in   East   Africa,   on  the   sound   national   stand   it  has
of common    franchise    and   settlement     of  land  on  terms
and, while wishing it every succes^   assures   them all support
a render to   Indians  in East  Africa.    It  strongly deplores
th_e~ Government of India?  as  disclosed in the debate of the
tfoe Member-in-Charge declared the position

